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penetration towards India, and finally, Sve must endeavour by
any means in our power to secure a friendly Persia and a loyal
Afghanistan'.1 Sir Percy Cox's mission to Persia in 1918-20
had been to bring Persia, rehabilitated by Great Britain, into
treaty relations. The full success of British policy in Persia
depended on possessing in 'Iraq what would be 'tantamount to
a British frontier'.2
Bolshevik Russia replaced Germany, in Lord Curzon's
opinion, as Great Britain's chief enemy in Asia, but his policy
remained the same, as was indicated in his address to the Central
Asian Society, October isth, 1920. He said then, in part:
Our aim is to give security to what we possess ... I hold
that what we have to do is to try to make islets in the ocean,
peaceful spaces in the chaos, landing places in the storm; to
elaborate palisades of stable and peaceful states around the
fringe of India. It is for that object that I am working.
We want . . . freedom from the contagion of Bolshevist
misgovernment and anarchy, which will not only be injurious
to the British Empire, but which will mean its ruin,3
Not until January, 1919, when he was Acting Secretary of
State while Mr. Balfour was at the Peace Conference was he
able to give effect to his policy. Even then he did not possess
full responsibility, Mr. Balfour remaining titular Secretary of
State until October, 1919* Nor had he a free hand. Mr. Lloyd
George, assuming that the Foreign Office was but an extension
of No. 10 Downing Street, kept his fingers on most affairs.
Nevertheless, Lord Curzon, although circumscribed on most of
the great problems of the day, placed his impress on Egypt and
the Middle East. The Treaty of 1919 with Persia whereby it
was to have become a link in the chain was due to his initiative.
His influence on Middle East and elraq affairs was facilitated
1 Extract from address by Lord Curzon to the Imperial War Cabinet, June 35th,
1918. Similar views had been put forward in a Memorandum of September
2ist, 1917.
2 Extract from address by Lord Curzon to Eastern Committee of War
Cabinet, December soth, 1918.
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